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ATIONAL | MISSIONARY CONFERENCE - spotlight on evangelism in 
aS Kyodan 


-On November 2-3-a total of 3,100 official |_delegates from 
mba churches of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Nihon 


_ Kirisuto. Kyodan) from all over the nation gathered in two 

‘4 ections: one in. Osaka and’ one in Tokyo. The theme of the | 
lissionary Conference was "The Building Up of The Church" with 
mphasis on concrete plans that have been tried and have worked. 
In an effort to handle such large numbers the conference was 

: divided into many discussion groups. 


ined PBs was the first time that such a national conference has 
“in two sections. This experiment seems to have been a 
: 1g by the large attendance and by the great 
Brigeasn of the Conference in Osaka. In the country the Church 
well as all other institutions tend to over centralize in the 
owded center of Tokyo. Therefore, the obvious success of the 
ion in Osaka serves as both a witness and a straw in the wind. 


Osaka as compared to only 1,300 
inances, the income in Osaka was as 
ed ore ¥250,000 in Tokyo. In fact the response to a free-will 
ing in Osaka was so great that ¥100,000 was left over from 
xpenses and will be used directly for "home evangelism", 


< ae 
ee ne ee ee 


andling of ane: at yiatone aks eae groups seems to have 4 
u tter in Osaka because of the many subdivisions and thus the 
ance for greater participation by all concerned, 


-NAWAN LAND PROBLEM - an international Christian representation 
: to Congressional investigating Committee 


in response to a request from the United Church in Okinawa 
and Christian Missionaries there the Kev. Darley Downs went from 
ipan to Okinawa tc testify before the visiting Congressional 
b-committee investigating the controversial Okinawa land hee 
e request was sent to the National Council of Churches of Chris 
the USA, Far Eastern Joint Office. They, trrough their member 
“missionary boards asked Mr. Downs to come. Kev. oe Dowzis is 
7a Missionary to the United Church of Christ in Japan and has had 
emore than thirty years of experience in working oe Japanese 
speaking people. 


After webs eum the situation he said in his testimony to 
the sub-committee in part: "I cannot escape for feeling that there 
has been a strong disposition to acquire the land considered neces- 
“sary for military purposses at the smallest possible expense to the 
American taxpayer. This is sound general financial policy; but... 
in this case we are out to get someth ling mucr more precious than 
“the right to use 40,000 acres of land. Basicaily we are out...to 
demonstrate to the world, Asia, Japan and Okinawa that America 
“stands for liberty, democracy, human dignity and the basic human 
Fights set forth in the Bill of Rights in our Constitution. I 

ear the handling of the Okinawa land problem, so far, has done 
much to hinder the achievement of this basic objective. e+ headers 
‘of Mrs. Buck's 'Good Earth' have some understanding of the Oriental Bo, 
attitude to land.....Granted that stern necessity demands for many, ~ 
separation from their land, is there no obligation to insure that : 
at least approximately equivalent substitute land be provided? 
«esParmers are after all the most important citizens any nation 

as. These families are the innocent victims of what is believed 

be military necessity. Surely Christian America wants them to 
treated fairly and generously, as our own people are when public 
8 re 2 gay displacement, even if.it costs a lot»of money....." 

; “The. visit and efforts of Rev. Dar ley Downs was noted with 
Reedat™ interest and appreciation by the Okinawan newspapers. His 
coming and his testimoney were oe in 12 or 13 different issues. 
is parting statement to the Press said in part: "I have been niuch 
urprised at the space’the Naha pres s has given tome. It is, I 
elieve, evidence that the Okinawan people appreciate the sympa- 
etic concern of American Christians for the sacrifices of their 
mers for the creation of the military base needed for the pro-. 
ion of democracy,- pee rence and liberty as well in Asia as 
he West. ....Okinawa's case has been heard, I earnestly hope 
ople will quietly wait for the result....Nothing could more 
-end all hope of favorable consideration of this problem than 
SE een farmers or their friends ask or accept Commue 
eee Thoy pea seek out sper’ e with erievances and 
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which they cannot Setually Pive. ee.eFProgress is being 
earnestly hope it imy be advanced by self-restraint and 
ent observande of Pye fa ticns by the Okinawan people.” 


BF * surely here is an occasion in which Christianity shows its 
uly supra~national character through seeking understanding and 
tual reconciliation between peoples. 


ISON EVANGELISTS ORGANIZE - national association 


: Durin the National Mission Conference of the United Church 
Christ (see page 1), those pastors interested in prison Evange- 
[Sm were . cailed together to discuss ways of best carrying on their 
work, Including those in both sections of the conference, 60 
inisters met together. They decided to recommend to the Executive 
Committee of the United Church that a new conmittee called the 
‘Special Committee for Prison Evangelism be ee This Committee 
“in turn will sponsor a United Church Ministers: Prison Evangelism 
Association. t is estimated that about one Panis ministers in 
; nited Church are now actively engaged in this Ge of evange- 


The Committee will also work for interdenominational cooper- . is 
tion, especially in seeking ways to make poseLtie the continuation... 8 
of this important kind of evangelism. Right now there is an urgent 
need for an organized opposition toa dangerous trend back to’ the 
“pre-war syste whereby only officially appointed prison chaplains 
would be allowed to be the Spiritual counseilors of prison inmates. 
These chaplains would in all probability be mostly Buddhist. Under 
his System before the end of the war the inmates were required to 
ww before the prominantly displayed Buddhist and Shinto symbols, 
mo one tovian Ministers Cid not have free entrance to the prisons, 
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Although individual ministers. have been trying to prevent 
lis Swing back toward the "old way" by appealing to the Leht 
eedom of BE eae guaranteed under the new vost-war 
ere has been no organized group at work on this problen. 
refore, oe ee et concerns of this newly organs. ZOU. 
‘coups will be to assure their continued access to tne almost 
000 poet inmates who are activcly studying eee ical cy. 


ae LUTHERANS - self support gains support . | a 


Additional plans to encourage self support among the member 
-ches of the Japan Hvangelical Lutheran ees nave recently 
sn made (for others see JCAN #69 10/1/55 » He. 20 the (past. 

on self supporting congregations received fimds for the. repair 
church buiidings. However henceforth, these churches may only 
cr OW pats pney < when Der ESOEYy. and are es. aoe Oe iged. Go take 


pl an now under study would have all congre svcions Stee 
iding of their own church buildings. The plen eS. 
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we adint was necessary to Peite ener. Tpoild? 
fixed rates. 
he Church and it is ‘still undergoing study. 


About 30% of the total ope 
eluding non-recurring items 
payed for by money raised here in Japan. 
a 


srating budget of the 


THEIR MAJESTISS AND THE ORPHANS 


oO On the 31st of October the Empress 
Elizabeth Saunders Home, an 

age. Usually such occasions run with the formality 
' fixed schedule. But after the various class and livi 
_ been duly visited, some of the children gathered arc 
one pointed to her Sable neck piece and asked wnat 
began to stroke 
Their Majesties were so warmed by the informal frie 
Home that their visit was prolonged a few minutes be 
scheduled time. 


Eniperor and. 


% Such informality and intimate contact of the 
‘this country with the people was Bompté tely unthin 

Mend of the war. Until then, even the passing of t 

or car was an occasion of such serious import that 


“bowed and not even the most curious child was 
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ee 
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eae 


mbol of the changing role that The 
ves and the hearts of this nation since the 


war. 


The Elizabeth Saunders Home is an orphanage exe 
children of mixed parantage who were 


‘Especially in the early post war years when a woman 
BG 


n large numbers. At that time, eight years ago, Mr 
fF Renzo Sawada wio was the former unofficial obs 
for Japan Mrs. 
 Seikokai 
Gace at Oise for this Home. 


started this Home. Sawada who is a 


some of the money ror 


ression which served as the dnspiration for this 
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ngs ow) 
However, this plan seems too advanced to some in 
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orphanage for children of 
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and pull at it arguing whether is was a fox or what, 


ir Majesties have found 


: abandoned by tneir 
in such great numbers in the first desperate post wav 


terally for a loaf of bread, tnese unwanted offspring were 
over 


anglican Church in Japan), used her father's 


and repay 


- of warm human contact 


visited the 
fixed parent- 
of a ridgedly 
rooms had 
yund Her ha je Sty ; 
Other 
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iaiiness of the 


oy OF nd the 


itular ruler of 
able before the 


3 aor sat train 
ali heads were 
allowed 


to.raise his 


"eyes to look! This contact between innocently interested and ; 
‘friendly children and Their Imperial Majesties may be taken as a 


in the 


iusively for 
mothers 
vears, 
could be bougnt 
fo und 
Sawada 3 wife 
ak the: UsN oes 
member of the 
country 
the project 


De 


me from interested friends in Japan and some from friends overseas. 
‘Ras’: been to North America to lecture on and collect money for 
is work. When her husband was the Ambassador to angland betore 

phe war she Saw the sernard Home there and -recsived a wastbing.y Geen 
present Home. 


Unlike - most orphanages in this country, The Bligsabeth Saunders 
: does not put its children in public ‘schools dus sends them to 
1 of the Home call ed Ste Stephan's Senood,. This is done 
» tbo overcome some of SiteEcrs. Of the: stiri of 
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doko#(1it Me child of aie bload"), This home, located 

iso which is an hour trom Tokyo, has had 364 children to 
Pit but there are only 123 there at present. The others 
eee acer here and abroad. Sixty seven have been adopted 


must PREACHING BY CELEBRITIES - "I am not. ashamed of the Gospeli 


os On the first of this month what may seem like a motley group 
thered beside one of the busiest stations in Tokyo. Among them 
ré a prizefignter, a prominent politike ae a world famous writer 
da brass band, What brought thes people together? The chance 
ae to choir Lord and a aiort 


re TT pleparat son for the National Missionary Conference on the 
followin; two days in Tokyo, the United Church of Christ. sponsored 
‘this outdoor evangelistic meeting in a public square bes ae 
Shinbashi Station. This is the center of one ot the busiest night 
ub amusement centers in the City. Here, while people Pic buaee 
home from work and out for aimusement, over 1,5V0 stopped to heer 
the personal witness of these celebritios to tre faith in Jes 


i Lato sn ve sus 


ist which has brought tt nen from death BO hee a 


Shige ji Kaneko is the present featherweight boxing champion 
the Orient. Toyohiko Kagawa is world famous as a Christian 
iter and social servant. Motojiro Sugiyama is a member of the 
cialist Party and is Vice Chairman of the Lower House in the 
et. The Band was that of the Salvation Army. All of these 
ined together to proclaim the Good News of arte everlasting in 
esus Christ. 


ion PRIZE = named one of "best books of the year" 


- The Japan Bible Society was awarded a special prize for the 
"Kogotai"® (Colloquial Japanese) edition of the Bible by the 
fainichi Newspaper. The Mainichi, which is one of the three top 
apers of the country, makes an annual award for the 12 top 

ltural Publications" of the year which is the most coveted award 
Japanese publication circles. Such an award is equivalent to io 
© classification of the "best books of the year", The pub- Be 
city value is tremendous. 2 


F on November 3, National Cultural Day, the headlines in the 
inichi papers (circulation: 3,000,000) proclaimed the new Sq 
lloquial translation of the Bible as one of those deserving this a 
h coveted award. This one award is predicted to aave tremendous ia 
ue both for travelling colporteurs oA ior those who are trying 
get bookstores to carry and display the Bible for tke. 


This award is “particularly remarkable in view of She fact ; 7 
0 5h of the nation's Pope va) i8 Christian and until ae 
i Rash y has been despized and oppressed as being 4 a 
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2 The Bible has neon generally considered a foreign 
ok with nee e relevance to Japan. Thus, this award recognizes 
Bible as being a Japsmese book and one "that has significance 


for the people of this nation. 


Over 20,000 books covering hase of life in the nation 

ere submitted for this contest and 12 were chosen. A special 
rd in every way equal to the top awards was created for this 

tion of the Bible in view of its large sizc and the fact that 
Was not writte n for publication in the usual sense, | 

Bier. 

Oe last spring this edition received another awards it was 
dectéd by the National Library Association as one of its 
ecommended books", This meens that its 3000 member libraries 
- over the nation will be urged to put this edition of the Bible 

& with other books for special display and recomended reading. 


JAPAN YOUTH - ambassador of ecumenical Church 


Philip Potter, the Secretary in Geneva for the Youth 
tne World Council of Churches, will be in Japan from . 
nmbexr- December 2. Born on the island of Dominica of the 
ish West Indiés, he has been intimately connected with the 
ing ecumenical spirit among Christian Youth oF this generation. 


One of the ma jor problems discussed at the ietiae of the 


oe Department Conmittee in Davos, Switzerland, this summer was 
r people into the life of the 


ch ike an opportunity to meet’ with youth 
10ers in: Japan to Ve ecuas this problem. He will speak to and 

with youth in Tokyo, Doshisha, Kwansei Gakuin, Osaka, 

ya and Yokohama, — 


